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Friday 10th July 2020 
 

From Mrs May 
 
The end of the year feels very strange without the usual performances, outings, traditional events, 
final assembly and treats. I haven’t spoken to many parents for some time now and even speaking to 
the children is not easy, what with having to keeping our distance. However, it has been another 
successful year. In particular, the children have worked so hard and covered an incredible amount of 
the curriculum. The amount of teaching time has risen as there have been fewer distractions. 
I have said before how proud I am of how Longwood has coped throughout the Covid-19 pandemic 
but I feel the need to explain our success again. Our top priority was safety from the outset and we 
worked hard to make ourselves aware of all government guidance and implement it as fully as 
possible. We planned and executed many regimes which have now become habit and will remain so 
until the government says otherwise. But we have also focused closely on the academic and 
emotional welfare of the children and their families. Longwood closed to all but children of key 
workers on 20th March. On 23rd March, all of the school teachers were teaching online from their 
homes in virtual classrooms and after Easter, were back to their regular pre 20th March teaching 
hours and teaching a full curriculum. Not only did children have a maths and literacy session every 
day, but they continued to have specialist lessons and all foundation subjects were also taught. The 
teachers really rose to the challenge, teaching science, art, history and PSHE lessons every week. 
From FS to UKS2, we had more or less full attendance every day. I was also delighted to see so many 
of our pre-schoolers joining their teachers online for lessons and activities every day. We even had 
teaching assistants in the online classrooms, supporting the teachers and children, just as they 
normally would. In addition, teachers sent work by email and busied themselves with marking and 
feedback in the evenings. Online teaching is not easy; not only from a technological point of view, 
but also due to restricted communication and having to find new, more visual ways of conveying 
facts and practising skills. Nursery managers also went over and above to suggest activities to keep 
our youngest children busy and to help their parents continue helping them to develop at home.  
When lock-down eased, we brought back our nursery, preschool, FS, Year 1 and Year 6 children 
immediately and they all settled back to Longwood life quickly. It was so lovely to see happy children 
and happy parents. Again, as soon as the government allowed, we worked out a way of bringing 
back years 2-5, albeit on a rota system, because we know how important school is to the children’s 
emotional wellbeing. With great thought and planning, the staff team have made all the new 
systems work, from the before-school team right through the day to the after-school team. 
It has been a challenging time, not only for teaching staff, children and parents, but also for our 
administrative, kitchen and cleaning teams. They have had to adapt and cope with many extra 
demands but in typical Longwood fashion, they rolled up their sleeves and got on with their jobs. 
My thanks go to every single member of staff.  
Whilst I am thanking people, I would also like to thank our FoL for their enthusiasm and hard work 
this year. Of course, we are sorry to have lost some key people during the year, who have stood 
down after years of service, but the new team is vibrant and full of new ideas. I look forward to 
working with them next year, planning fun events and raising funds along the way. 
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This morning, we had an emotional Leavers’ Celebration, looking back at the last 11 years for many 
of the children and looking forward too. They have secured places at a variety of secondary schools 
and I know they are moving on with a secure foundation and wings to fly. I wish them luck and 
success. 

  
This time of year is always difficult as we have to say goodbye to so many children. Many children 
from FW and FT, and a couple from other classes, are moving on to new primary schools. I hope they 
continue to work hard and be happy. I wish them and their families all the best. Please stay in touch! 
 
I wish every family a lovely, safe summer and look forward to seeing you all again in September, and 
to meeting our new families.  
 
From Mr Livesey 
 
I wish to thank the parents of those children leaving Longwood at the end of this school term and 

wish your families the very best for the future. Sadly, Covid-19 has meant that we cannot say a 

proper goodbye.   

I have thought regularly over recent weeks about the leaving Year 6 families, some we have known 

for up to 16 years. Thank you for your support with the Friends of Longwood and its fun activities, 

and helping the school children whenever and wherever possible often on a weekly basis. 

Celebrating the wonderful achievements of the children or watching the Christmas concerts, dance 

shows and other productions together; or having a chat; or seeing a happy regular face each 

morning; or having fun at a school social event have all made cherished memories for which we are 

so grateful. We know that many of you will come and visit us in the future, and we look forward to 

seeing you in person again one day soon. 
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Health and Safety 
 
All parents – please keep your distance from the main front door. You are not to cross the mark 
indicating a 2m distance. Staff are finding it awkward to have to keep reminding some parents that 
they are too close. Please be considerate – we are working hard to protect everyone and keep 
Longwood safe. 
Please make sure you follow all government guidance relating to safe travel. If you visit a country 
where quarantine is necessary when you return home, please act responsibly and do not bring your 
child to Longwood. We hope that everyone will be considerate and act in the best interests of our 
whole community. You can find advice from the government concerning travel corridors and travel 
advice here https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors 
 

Holiday Club 
 
Please note that hot lunches will be provided to all children who attend Longwood throughout the 
holidays, irrespective of their age. Children should not bring packed lunches to holiday club. 

 
 

FS Cheerleading Video 

We had great fun practising our cheerleading. You can see what we got up to by going to the video 

section of the Longwood website (under Gallery). 

 
 
Nursery News 
 

Cherry children enjoyed 

exploring the shaving foam 

on their own individual trays. 

The children clapped their 

foam-filled hands together 

causing the foam to splash 

into the air and land on 

them, which the children 

found really funny as they 

laughed with each other. 

They also used their hands 

and fingers to create 

different shapes in the foam 

on the trays. It was lots of 

fun. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors
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At group time in Little Willow, the children enjoyed sitting on the carpet, playing with the giant 
building bricks. By doing this activity, they were practising their fine motor skills and hand–eye 
coordination. The children are learning colours, counting, sharing and taking turns to put a building 
brick on the tower and knocking it down. They were laughing and clapping their hands when the 
tower fell down. 

 
 
Reading Eggs 
 
Don’t forget that our school subscription to Reading Eggs 
is still running. This website offers a fun way for the 
children to keep reading over the long summer break, 
giving access to a huge online library, quizzes, reading 
games and the chance to collect points and certificates. 
The website is www.readingeggs.co.uk and each child in 
FS-Year 6 has a login and password. Please make use of 
it. Your child can only benefit and return in September at 
a significant advantage. 
 
 
Paper Airplane Challenge 
 
Watch out for the Longwood Virtual Paper Airplane Challenge which will be taking place in August. I 
will be emailing details at the end of July so keep an eye on your inboxes! In the meantime, you can 
get practising! 
  

http://www.readingeggs.co.uk/
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It has been another exciting week in Oak room. Our topic is currently summer fruit and vegetables. 

Marietta brought in different fruit for us to taste. We enjoyed tasting pineapple, papaya and melon. 

All these fruit are really delicious. The children were encouraged to draw their own interpretations 

of fruit eg. apples, oranges, bananas. 
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UKS2 Day Out 
 
On Tuesday, UKS2 had a fabulous day out in Bushey to celebrate the end of the year. Our oldest 
children have had a term full of disappointments, as their French trip was cancelled along with 
Sports Day, the swimming gala and all the end of year treats that have become tradition at 
Longwood. However, we managed to have a day out and enjoyed a walk around the local area, 
taking in a variety of different parks. Take a look at the photos on the website to see what they got 
up to. Thank you to Mr Hurst for planning a fun treasure hunt along the way and to Mrs Schofield for 
accompanying the trip.  
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Congratulations 
 
Last Friday, Harrow Junior Hockey Club held their annual awards night, via Zoom.  I have been 
informed that Elias (UKS2) won "Most Improved Boy Player" in their U10 age group.  He's been 
fantastic every week and he puts everything into the coaching sessions and has come on leaps and 
bounds in his hockey. Then, as if that wasn’t enough, he was also awarded overall “Most Improved 
Boy” from all the age groups. This is fantastic, Elias. Well done! 
 
On Monday, I showed KS1 a video about the Great Fire of London. Jaya decided afterwards to make 
a PowerPoint presentation about what she had learned. This is true learning! Jaya showed 
enthusiasm, experience and expertise. Three of the 5 E’s in one piece of work! This was an 
outstanding effort. Well done, Jaya. 
 

Attachments to the Newsletter 
 

 Balloon Race Info 

 FoL Family Picnic in the Park Info 

 Coronavirus Flowchart for Parents and Carers from the Director of Public Health 
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Friends of Longwood 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page. 

FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 
 

As the school year draws to a close, Friends of Longwood would like to say a huge heartfelt thank 

you for all your support. It’s been different year to normal but a busy one for Fol. Here are the 

highlights: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

None of this would have been possible without all your help and support - thank you very much! 
We look forward to achieving lots more of the same from September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you all a lovely and restful summer! 

New year gifts for the whole school and nursery 

https://forms.gle/mGhmTsZodUMnS5TMA
https://www.balloonrace.com/fol
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted.  

 
Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 20th July 
– Monday 3rd 
Aug 

www.balloonrace.co.uk/fol FoL Virtual Balloon 
Race 

Sign up before 20/7 here 
https://forms.gle/mGhmTsZodUMnS5TMA 

Wednesday 9th 
Sept 

6pm, FS classroom (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Stentiford and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All FS parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 10th 
Sept 

6pm, FT / FW 
classrooms (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Tomazini or 
Mrs Wallis and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All preschool parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Sunday 13th Sept 12pm, Cassiobury Park FoL Family Picnic Bring a picnic. Come and make 
new friends and reacquaint 
with old ones. 

Tuesday 15th 
Sept 

6pm, KS1 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bointon and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All KS1 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Wednesday 16th 
Sept 

6pm, LKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Rastrick and 
learn more about 
the new school year 

All LKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 17th 
Sept 

7pm, UKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bresler and 
learn more about 
the new school year 

All UKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Wednesday 23rd 
Sept 

7pm via Zoom FoL meeting All parents welcome to join. 

http://www.balloonrace.co.uk/fol

